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Budget Proposal for 2023

Attached is a proposed SDS budget 2023 and a comparison to previous years. It supports our
planned hybrid conference and increased member programming, building on last year’s efforts.
We are projecting a -$27,786 loss in Net Operating Income, roughly 4.5 percent of gross profit,
as compared to our final 2022 budgeted NOI of $83,207. We attribute the loss to the high
conference costs at the Palmer House Hotel that were not detailed in the original contract. We do
not expect these losses to continue as contracts for future conferences are firming up and these
conferences are expected to return the $150,000 goal to the Society.

Given our historically conservative estimation bias in budgeting and our cash reserves, we
believe this deficit is acceptable while we continue to grow programming and membership value.

The 2023 budget includes:

● The hybrid Chicago conference assumes 260 live/250 virtual participants, level with this
year’s event.

● A projected 15% drop in journal income from our Wiley contract. This is a consequence
of changes in market conditions outside our control.

● Membership income estimates given a more or less level membership and a small
increase in dues.

● Support of our Summer School program at both the introductory and intermediate levels
● Level Society sponsorships.
● More than 50% increase in budgeted product revenue, primarily due to growth in Beer

Game sales.
● Training and Facilitation revenue, a new program, equal to the amount earned in 2022.
● Increased program fundraising in support of new programs planned for next year
● A second year of break-even efforts of the Stewardship Committee.

On the 2023 expense side, we have a mix of new initiatives supported by endowment and the
anticipated program fundraising:

● An increase in Strengthening the Fund support for chapter and SIG  and the biannual
APCC conference

● Level funding for awards $20,000 in funds set aside for projects defined by the Strategy
Committee.

● Product development expenses consistent with our current planning.
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● Costs of reprinting books and product inventory.
● Level base costs for professional services and home office operations.
● Allocation of funds for inflation-linked salary increases (5%) and achievement-based

bonuses.

The Finance Committee recommends adoption of the budget presented in Attachment 1.

MOTION: The Policy Council adopts the budget proposed by the Finance Committee for
2023.

Designated Uses of Society Assets

Attachment 2 presents our net assets over time, including estimated capital gains for this year.
These are the funds available to support SDS activities over the year.

As the projected 2022 NOI is $48,000 more than budgeted and the 2023 budget anticipates a
small deficit we do not foresee a significant drawdown of our reserve assets from programming
and awards. Reserves are also subject to capital gains and losses.

Designations for our anticipated reserves are listed in Attachment 3. These include operating
cash and conservative investments to support awards and StFF activities. Funds that are not part
of the designated assets or cash reserves will be positioned for capital gains, and reviewed
periodically for performance, as per the report of the Investment Committee and the current SDS
investment policy submitted this year to the PC.

The Finance Committee recommends that the PC approve designations of unrestricted assets as
listed in Attachment 4.

MOTION: The Policy Council designates the unrestricted assets of the Society for FY 2023 as
proposed by the Finance Committee

Restricted reserves, currently the DMA endowments, may only be used for their designated
purposes. While 2022 has been a challenging year for investments, we project break-even or
better based on our Q3 position. There is little risk of drawing down the reserved amount soon.
Again, we recommend that the Awards Committee consider establishing new awards, in the spirit
of the endowment, to extend its impact.

Attachments:

(1) 2023 Proposed Budget

(2) Unrestricted Assets, Income and Expenses over time

(3) Audited and Anticipated Reserve balances over time

(4) Proposed allocations of reserves for 2023
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Attachment 1
System Dynamics Society

2023 Proposed Budget vs. 2022 Proposed Budget
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(Source: SDS Rolling Budget, 11/23/2022)
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Attachment 2

System Dynamics Society
Unrestricted Assets, Income and Expenses over time

(Source: SDS Rolling Budget, 11/30/2022)
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Attachment 3

System Dynamics Society
Audited and Anticipated Reserve Balances over time

(Source: SDS Statement of Activity 11/23/2022 with operating income estimated through year end)

6



SDS 2023 Budget Proposal

Attachment 4
System Dynamics Society

Proposed Reserve Designations

(Source: SDS Rolling Budget, 11/23/2022)
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