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The System Dynamics Review

In 2017 the focus has been on the System Dynamics Review, struggling with a slim backlog of publishable papers. The Executive Editor, Prof. Yaman Barlas, has, together with his editorial board and in collaboration with authors, made remarkable progress. The paper backlog is approaching a normal size, and the quality of the papers published is to our satisfaction. We expect 2018 to bring us out of the emergency situation that has characterized the SDR over the last couple of years. 

This has not only been a time of transition at our home office, but also, we sense, at our publisher, Wiley. Barlas and I had a very successful meeting with Wiley in Oxford March 2017 that we reported on in the PC meeting last summer. Minutes are available from this meeting where we discussed a number of issues, predominantly addressing the publications strategy for the SDR. 

A reoccurring sign of the challenges that Wiley has been facing in their transition, is a large number of errors and inefficiencies in the production of the SDR that our Executive Editor has identified and been reporting to Wiley. The feedback from Wiley has been delayed and regularly not led to an immediate solution to the problems at hand. Moreover, the physical distribution of SDR in the US has been delayed compared to the European distribution. Finally, the unprecedented absence of a Wiley representtative from our 2017 SD Conference Desk, has caused us to speculate. I leave it to the Executive Editor to report on the details of the situation and the current SDR performance.  

In our March 2017 meeting with Wiley, I addressed the upcoming contract negotiations: Our current contract with Wiley expires by the end of 2018, and we are obligated to give notice to Wiley if we consider terminating our relationship with them.   Although the formal deadline for such a notice was the end of 2017, we have been told that Wiley would appreciate to receive a potential notice some time between our Winter Policy Meeting and early May 2018.

Considering the option to renew our contract with Wiley, I asked, at that meeting, for a contract proposal. I received the proposal Dec. 22., 2017 and have passed it on to the new VP of Publication, Prof. Krys Stave, to the Home Office and to Yaman Barlas for their consideration. The contract proposal is available to members of the PC.

In the meantime, other publishers have tentatively indicated that they might offer us a contract for the publication the SDR. Due to the urgency of the matter and the transition that currently takes place at the Home Office, it has been suggested that a shorter-term contract be signed with Wiley this year so as to give us more time to deliberate and put us in a stronger position with respect to the publication record of the SDR.  

Publication of the Conference Proceedings

The publication of the conference proceedings has been a reoccurring topic of debate over the last couple of years. Although this issue may well fall under the responsibility of the Publications Committee, the President, SPOC and VP of Electronic Presence (overseeing new the paper submission and review system for the SD Conferences) have addressed the matter in a series of initiatives during the Winter and the Summer PC meetings in 2017. I have, consequently, not taken a leading role in the matter. But I have offered my advice when called for. 


The Publication Strategy

In the Summer PC meeting 2016, the Publication Committee presented a comprehensive publication strategy document to the PC resulting from a work lead by Prof. David Ford. Notice was taken, but no action. One of the lead authors of this document, Krys Stave, is now the new VP of Publication, and I would expect that she might follow up some of the policy recommendations presented. 


Gratitude and transition

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for having been given this opportunity to serve the Society as VP of Publication. A sincere thanks to the members to our Publication Committee, the SDR Executive Editor, Yaman Barlas, and the editorial Board of the SDR, the Executive Director Roberta Spencer and all fellow officers and members of the PC. 

I wish the new VP of Publication, Prof. Krys Stave, all the very best in a time of transition in so many ways, - a time of great opportunities.


Kind regards,


Pål I. Davidsen
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