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Whereas the System Dynamics Society (SDS) is a leader in both system dynamics and systems
thinking, which capture the implications and potential drawbacks of short-term fixes against long-
term solutions, we acknowledge that:

There is strong evidence to indicate that most of the global warming observed since the mid
20th century is very likely caused by anthropogenic emissions of green house gases (GHG);'

There is strong evidence that global warming will cause a wide range of serious problems in
countries around the world;"

The economic costs of dealing with these problems have been estimated to be several times
higher than the costs of curtailing anthropogenic GHG emissions.ii

Whereas the SDS recognizes that, although climate change is a symptom of population growth, land-
use changes, and increased fossil-fuel-based industrialization; the SDS also recognizes that:

Even with zero-emission fuel sources, projected temperature increases can, in part, be
mitigated by sequestering COZ2;

More research, education and outreach are necessary to solve the problems of population
growth, unsustainable land-use changes and fossil-fuel-based industrialization;

Conferences are a beneficial tool for the progress of research, education and outreach, and

such conferences normally require members to travel significant distances;

And, currently, vehicle and airline travel are an important sources of anthropogenic emissions
of CO2.v

Therefore, the SDS should make every effort to minimize the carbon emissions associated with its
operations and conferences, in the spirit of corporate social responsibility and, thus, chooses to
internalize the negative impacts of its actions.

The SDS recognizes that although carbon-offsetting markets have limitations and the practice of
carbon offsetting can produce unintended consequences; this mechanism is a useful approach to
reduce anthropogenic emissions of CO2.V

Whereas Carbonfund.org is a carbon offset organization that is non-profit,"! durable and third party
verified,"ii used by reputable academic institutions,"ii NGOs,* and is endorsed by the Environmental
Defense Fund,* offering investment opportunities in non-carbon energy-generation projects, in the
pursuit of energy efficiency, and in the prevention of forest losses, as well as reforestation.x!

Therefore, in consideration of the preceding, the SDS will use Carbonfund.org as a method to mitigate
the carbon production of its conferences, until such time that other offsetting solutions are preferred,
virtual conferences are held in lieu of face-to-face conferences, or non-carbon sources of energy are
used for participant travel and any conference-related energy-consuming activities in general.

Furthermore, the SDS will include in the registration fee the individualized cost of the carbon-
equivalent offsets, corresponding to the estimated overall conference-related carbon
emissions divided by the number of expected attendees, allowing registrants to opt “out” if
they so wish. The fee will be sufficient to also cover the Society Office costs for collecting the
moneys and making the offsetting investments.
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