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1. The past year
1.1 Chapter development
1.1.1 Activities 
Please list the main activities organized by the Chapter as such in the table below; insert rows as needed.  
	Activity
	Date
	Estimated number of Attendees

	2nd Eskom Conference
	12 Nov 2014
	Attended by 93 participants and 15 papers were presented

	Policy Council Meeting
	11 Nov 2014
	8

	Policy Council Meeting
	11 Sep 2014
	8

	System Dynamics courses?
a) Stellenbosch University
b) Wits University – School of Electrical and Information Engineering 
a. Health and System Dynamics module in each of three separate undergrad courses, “Medical Thought and Practice” for BHSc, MBBCh and BPharm.

c) Eskom Academy of Learning – Introduction to Applied System Dynamics (2 day course)
	
18 – 29 Aug 2014



Per Course and Syllabuses guide each year



Available on demand, generally twice a year

	
18



Approximately 250 students in each module ~750 students per year 



24

	Chapter Roundtable at Delft
	22 July 2014
	11

	Policy Council Meeting
	08 March 2014
	8


1.1.2 Products
Please indicate the number of DS related publications in form of books, chapters, articles and conference proceedings made on behalf of the Chapter (you do not need to include products of individual members).

	Type
	Number of products
	Type
	Number of products

	Article
	
	Video
	

	Book
	
	Software
	

	Chapter
	
	Simulators
	

	Proceedings
	[bookmark: _GoBack]A publication with the conference proceedings, ISBN 978-0-620-64282-8, is currently being edited and available in the first quarter of 2015
	Models
	

	Websites
	We have a chapter website that was developed
http://www.systemdynamics.org.za 
	
	



1.1.3 Relationships with other societies or institutions
Please indicate other institutions and professional or scientific societies your Chapter maintains a relationship with.  Add rows as needed.
	INCOSE conference –The South Africa Chapter of the International Council of Systems Engineers (INCOSE) and SASD Chapter have a close relationship by virtue of one of the SASD Policy Committee member being the President Elect of INCOSE South Africa. The SASD was promoted during the recent Europe, Middle East and Africa Sector (EMEASEC) conference hosted in November 2014 in Somerset West, South Africa.

	



1.1.4 Institutional development 
If you have made changes to your constitution or other developments the Society should know about, please mention them here.
Constitution established and agreed to at the board meetings, and introduced at Eskom’s Second Annual System Dynamics Conference (held in collaboration with the South Africa Chapter) 
1.1.5 Finances: cash reserves
If your chapter raises a membership fee, please indicate your current financial situation here.
Cash reserves = 
Not applicable yet.
All the Policy Council Members paid the membership fees for 2014. The chapter was waiting for the website development in order to call in for membership registration which will be happening in 2015.

The Chapter received field development fund of USD 3000 (ZAR 32 960.94) which was planned to bring in Erik Pruyt as the Keynote Speaker. However, he ended up prioritizing an urgent project on Ebola Outbreak that he was working on. The funds received are still in the Chapter’s bank account and it is planned that this will be utilized to support a Keynote Speaker for 2015 Chapter conference that is planned for 11 November 2015.
1.1.6 Membership
How has membership developed over the past year?  Please explain important changes in number or composition.
Membership was only invited at the Eskom conference in November 2014 as the website was being developed to allow for online registrations. The logging of the actual members registered will be reported in 2015 as the online membership registration will only be effective from 2015


1.2 Level of development of system dynamics in the Chapter’s area
	Variable
	N.

	Number of universities where at least one faculty belongs to the system dynamics community:  represents the coverage inside the local university system
	3

	Number of faculty members who belong to the SD field: indicates if there is quantitative growth of SD in the universities.  More faculties should lead to more mouth-to-mouth inside universities.
	9

	Number of institutions where SD is taught as part of other courses or in its own right: university training is a main driver of diffusion of SD, and it can be used as a proxy for the number of young adults who are exposed to SD.
	5

	Number of faculty members who belong to the SD community and who have studied under a local faculty member: expresses the solidification of the community.
	3

	Number of school-level initiatives
	1

	Number of application fields
	Various



1.3 Your assessment of the closing year
Please elaborate concerning any particular development that may be relevant for the Society.

The South African chapter has only been established in 2014, so much development is expected in 2015. A lot of effort was put into getting through some major administrative requirements by the South Africa Law before the Chapter can begin operating at full scale. Some indicators of these major administrative hurdles completed include: 
i. The Chapter was registered with the South Africa Revenue Authority Services (SARS) and received a certificate of Tax exemption as it will be operating as a Non-Profit Organisation (NPO)
ii. The application forms for registration as NPO were also submitted to the relevant government department and awaiting approval


iii. The chapter has its own bank account whose details is as follows:
Account name:  South Africa System Dynamics Chapter
Bank: Absa
Branch:  Centurion, ZA 
Branch code: 632005 
Account number:  4084238920
SWIFT code: ABSAZAJJ 
Address:  105 IRELAND GARDENS, ELDORAIGNE, 0157 South Africa 
Contact detail for SASD Chapter: Rudolph Louw  Tel: +27-83-282-2505


iv. The Chapter has its own postal address which is as follows:
South Africa System Dynamics Chapter
P.O Box 3491
Stellenbosch
7602
South Africa
v. The Chapter has its own website which is as follows: http://www.systemdynamics.org.za 
vi. The policy Council Officials met three times in a year:  8 March 2014 (Skype meeting); 11 September 2014 (face to face) and 11 November 2014 (face to face). 

2 The coming year
2.1 Challenges
What are the opportunities the Chapter plans to take, or challenges you plan to approach during the coming year?
· Institutional capacity – The chapter intents to support building the student base in the field of System dynamics. One policy Council member was given the responsibility of Student representative. It is planned that a session on Student colloquium (Masters and PhD) will be included prior to the conference.
· Including at least two postdoc positions – this was advertised and it is expected that the positions will be filled within the first or second quarter of 2015.
· Exploring the addition of the Eskom short course on system dynamics in some format at University of Witwatersrand 
2.2 Planned activities
Which activities (like workshops, courses or seminaries) does the Chapter plan to perform during the coming year?
Review of past system Dynamics efforts in the Southern Africa region. 
· Publication of a text book on South Africa cases, with the proposed title: ‘System Dynamics Models for Africa's Developmental Planning’. The publisher was identified which is Africa Institute South Africa (AISA). One of the elected Members, Dr Thokozani Simelane is currently putting together a proposal for approval by AISA's Research and Publications Committee. Some papers that were presented at the 2nd Eskom Conference were selected to be published in the book. Prof Alan Brent, the President of the Chapter, will be the Editor of the book.
· 3rd Annual collaborative Eskom / Chapter Conference is planned for 11 November 2015. The current main Sponsors of the conference are Eskom and the Society (Field Development Fund received in 2014). The Chapter intents to identify other mechanisms for raising funds for the Conference such as (i) introducing conference fees – the last two years, attendance was free; (ii) sale of Chapter products such as t-shirts; and (iii) registration of new members during the conference 
· Policy Council meetings which were scheduled for 4 March 2015; 9 September 2015; 10 November 2015. All these are expected to be face to face meetings and the meeting venue will be in Johannesburg, South Africa. The venue logistics will be sponsored by Eskom.
· Planned short course at Rhodes University to be facilitated with Dr. Jill Slinger of TU Delft, the Netherlands, focused on the use of SD in the water sector.
· Africa Young Graduate and Scholars Conference which will be held at the University of Cape Town from 31 March - 3rd April 2015. The aim of the conference is to build research skills for young researchers and scholars.  The chapter will have a session that will introduce young researchers and scholars to system dynamics. 
·  Planned collaboration with Johns Hopkins System Institute (Prof Igusa) on the application of SD research in various fields
· Annual training in System Dynamics at various institutions that are already offering the course

2.3 Support required
What would you ask the Society to do to help the Chapter?
· Continuous publication of the Chapter News on the Society Newsletter and other platforms
· Continuous support for a Chapter Roundtable session during the Society Annual Conference
· Collaborative academic activities.
· Sponsor system dynamicists to visit South Africa and share learning and teaching at workshops – The Chapter intends to utilized the funding received in 2014 to bring a Keynote Speaker for 2015. The Chapter requests the society to endorse a Keynote Speaker (s) for the 2015 conference.
· The Chapter developed its own website and still being improved. The Chapter would like to align some aspects of its membership database information as well as its membership database management with that of the Society. The Chapter thus requests any support that the Society can provide in this regard.
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